PREPARING FOR YOUR NEW PUPPY
Q: What should we feed?
A: Food > Eukanuba Large Breed Puppy 3 times a day.

1 cup to 1 1/2 cup per feeding and gradually increase as he/she grows.
By the time you receive your pup, he/she will be on dry food. We begin  supplementing the litter as soon as necessary, sometimes right away, according to mom's milk production and the size of the litter.
 3 weeks we add Rice Cereal to the formula and pups learn to lap from a bowl.
 4th week starts puppy food added in (softened with formula of course) and then with in a short time the formula is gradually reduced and replaced with water as well as the Rice Cereal until we have a soft puppy kibble softened with water only.
During this 4th week the weaning process has begun to finish up by 4 1/2 weeks of age.
Mommy visits but she isn't allowed to cleanup after her brood. Their teeth are very sharp by this age; nursing is reduced as they make this difficult separation to depending on the human instead of mom, with follow human imprinting to start.
Q; Supplements?
A: The supplements need to be introduced slowly. Your puppy will have started
 Fresh Factors >(1/4) tablet to increase that same amount as stool firmness allows, until the label recommendation is given daily. 

And

Bug Off Garlic> 1/2 tab daily, gradually increase 1/4 tab until recommended dose is achieved. 

At around 16 weeks you can start:

 Longevity> the same way gradually increase from about 1/8 tsp and wait 1 week or so, noticing stools are firm before increasing. After that, increase should be 1/8 tsp about every 3 weeks or so, provided stools are firm up to recommended dose.
We use human grade calcium 300 mg daily till ears are up good!

C Complex> will be next to add and it's the same regiment as Longevity, I can't stress enough to add gradually...

What we use is >
Fresh Factors

Longevity 

C Complex

Bug Off Garlic 

 from www.SpringtimeInc.com and use all life long...
Q: How should we house train?( Teach Manners)
A:   The most reliable method is with using a crate. Metal with a pan or plastic with a wire door front. Either style is good and both are pretty easy to clean, I personally like the plastic best. Size should be tall enough to allow the puppy to stand without the ears hitting the top and long enough to walk in turn around and lay. Simulating a den dogs used in the wild. The point of a crate is to confine the pup while you cannot monitor ie; sleeping, shopping, etc. No potties can happen in undesirable places while crated. No wires get chewed. No socks or shoes, furniture or curtains get tasted.
    I will include with each puppy a towel that has other litter members scent on it, this towel should be comforting to the pup. Try to leave the towel in the crate with puppy for several days. This will help it to adjust. I will also have imprinted the puppy to spend time in a crate with another litter member and alone as well.

Q: My puppy cries in the crate?

A: If your puppy should cry and display an unwanted behavior;
First be sure you have covered your bases...

Puppy has a schedule and has been walked and had sufficient time for exercise, learning new skills and to go potty? 

Puppy has eaten the recommended 3 times and drank water.

Puppies need to be tired to go to sleep...

Before you go to bed the puppy needs to get a good walk and play time in. Even if its raining, suck it up; put that rain coat on and go because you don't want a dog who thinks there is a problem with rain. I walk my pack twice a day rain, snow, wind, lightning; I go, they go. They learn there's nothing to be afraid of.

    Many times people have called me because their dogs are nervous and shake from lightning and thunder. The first thing I say is when you were raising your puppy did, you take it out for walks in the rain? Get the picture?
    If the puppy is fretting for no good reason, just lonely and doesn't like being put to bed, a bottle of water with a good trigger spray works well. Spray the pup from a distance and say loud firm NO. Repeat if needed. He will get the idea...also a penny can  works well...use a clean soda can, put 10 pennies in it, tape top and shake for unwanted behavior, close to puppy. The sound usually will be enough to stop the behavior.  
If a puppy learns a bad habit it's your fault!
 Do Not leave a puppy unmonitored!
Q: Potty training?

A: Potty training should start before you bring puppy home. Pick the spot you want puppy to learn to relieve itself at and agree with all the family members to that place. That's going to give your puppy consistency and you will have a better result in training.

You need to name that command. For my pack it's called GO POTTY! Everybody agrees on the same command also. That means less confusion for puppy.
Imprinting>  Is planning ahead to mold a puppy to know you as a respected leader and to use as a training tool.
 Now as soon as you get home, before coming inside, take puppy to the potty spot ( carry him/her ) to mark the spot. It will make the task easier and quicker the next time. That's called imprinting.
Imprinting>  Next you want to work on follow instinct.

After puppy has gone potty walk away. To go for a short walk, say 10 mins, no leash, just walk and if needed add a kiss kiss sound to encourage pup to follow. Following is very important step. I never introduce a leash until puppy's learn to follow without. I will imprint the whole litter to follow me starting the 5th week but you need to continue. Try to have only one human working with the pup at a time. Don't walk too long and always end on a positive. Rewards are as simple as touch or food. Example; If the puppy goes a different direction don't pick it up. That touch is considered a reward. Give the pup a simulated bite on the neck with your fingers as the mother would and walk away, again kiss kiss sound and add come in a happy voice. Puppy will follow you thinking (its not a positive result if I don't follow)and (when I follow I receive a nice touch, I like that)!
The point we are teaching is we want puppy to follow us because we are the pack leader. This starts you on the right road to respect and manners, which also calms a dog. If a dog understands who the leader is he/she won't by nature want to challenge you for that spot. Nature tells a dog there must be a strong leader or dogs become nervous and anxious. Great for later when obedience training starts.  Now that is Imprinting !

Q: What toys should I get?

A: Pet stores and Pet catalogs have a lot to choose from!

I don't recommend any cloth like a wash cloth knotted or stuffed animals type toys, to hard for puppy to learn a difference between socks or kitchen towel, sleeves or pant legs or the kids toys. I don't recommend playing tug of war, that encourages the puppy to challenge you. That's a NO NO !  I like cow hoofs and bully sticks! And I pick toys that I don't think smell like or look like my stuff.

I keep a hoof with a dog when crated !
Best of Luck To You!
Call any time you need assistance !
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